"EVERYONE CAN PLAY A HERO'S PART"

SPEECH TO THE PEOPLE OF SHEFFIELD FROM THE BALCONY OF
THE TOWN HALL
NOVEMBER 8, 1941

November 8. Colonel Knox, United States Secretary of the Navy,
announced the establishment of a naval operating base in
Iceland.

Hitler, in a speech at the Munich Beer Cellar, referred
to Germany^ ability to develop the defensive powers not
only of the Reich but of all Europe.

[November 8, 1941.
THIS great city so intimately interwoven with our war effort
has undergone this storm of fire and steel and come through
with many scars, but with the conviction that however hard may
be the trial, and whatever the future may bring, Sheffield will not
be unequal to it.
This foul war, forced on us by human wickedness, has now
gone on for more than two years. None of us can say at what
moment the bugles will sound the " Cease Fire/' but of this we may
be sure that, however long and stern it may be, the British Nation
and the British Commonwealth of Nations will come through united,
undaunted, stainless, unflinching.
When we look back over the time that has passed since world
peace was broken by the brutal assault upon Poland, we see the ups
and downs through which we have gone. Many disappointments
have occurred, very often many mistakes, but still when we look
back to 15 months ago and remember that then we were alone and
almost unarmed, and we now see our armed forces developing their
strength with modern weapons; when we look across the wide
stretches of European land and see that great warrior Stalin at
the head of his valiant Russians; when we look westward across the
ocean and see the Americans sending their war vessels out to rid the
seas of pirate vermin, in order that they may carry to the fighting
frontline here, without regard to the opposition they may encounter,
the weapons, munitions and food we require, it is a message of
280